
Riley Dabbs
 ‘16-’17 Lodge Chief

As 2016 wraps up I’d like everyone to 
look back on the past year and recap 
everything we have accomplished as a 
Lodge. It’s astonishing what can get done 
by a determined group of individuals 
working towards the benefit of an 
organization. As we all know the Order 
of the Arrow is founded on three core 
values; Brotherhood, Cheerfulness and 
Service. Although, as Arrowmen, we 

apply these ideals in our daily lives; I 
believe that the success of our lodge and 
the OA as a whole can be accredited to 
Brotherhood alone. Arrowmen across the 
country are bound by the ties 
of Brotherhood, it is the reason 
why after 101 years the OA 
flourishes. Brotherhood holds 
our lodge together, it accounts 
for why we give so much back to 
one another through meaningful 
service, and why we have so 
many passionate members. 
One of our founding fathers 

of the OA, Dr. E. Urner Goodman, once 
stated, “Things of the spirit are what count: 
Brotherhood - in a day when there is too 
much hatred at home and abroad” which 
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Hunter Hackett
  VC Program

The kick off to our 75th Anniversary is just 
around the corner and it all starts with our 
Banquet. The location of the Banquet is 
Lexington United Methodist Chruch and 
will begin promptly at 6:00pm. Little Pigs 
BBQ will once again cater our meal for the 
evening. Make sure to come early for the 
silent patch auction to help the lodge make 
vital improvements to Camp Barstow as 
we prepare to host Dixie 2017. Items for 
the silent auction are listed on the lodge 
website on the Banquet page. Registration 
for the Banquet is now live at www.
muscogeelodge.org and will continue until 

December 29, 2016. The price this year is 
$12/adult and $6/children 6 and under, 
please register before December 29th so 
that we can plan accordingly with the 
caterer. This event will be one you will not 
soon forget as we begin the next step in our 
journey by recognizing the achievements of 
our arrowmen and the lodge over the past 
year and looking forward to the future. In 
preparation for 2017 we will hold a Chief ’s 
Retreat starting at 9:00am, and a formal 
Business Meeting at 5:00pm (we need 1/10 
of all registered youth in attendance to 
conduct the necessary business), where we 
will decide on our 2017 Dixie Contingent 
theme, our regular fellowship themes, and 
regular fellowship patch designs for 2017.

Diamond Jubilee Kick-off January 7, 2017

Chief ’s Corner: Brotherhood

...continued on page 4

2017 Lodge Calendar

can thoroughly apply today. We as leaders 
have an opportunity to change that in our 

society. As your Lodge Chief, I exhort you, 
everyday find an opportunity to spread 

Brotherhood and Love to one another.
...continued from page 1
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January 7
Chief ’s Retreat - 9AM-4PM
Business Meeting - 5-5:30PM
Banquet - 6-9PM
Lexington UMC

February 17-19
Dixie Work Weekend
Camp Barstow

March 17-19
Spring Ordeal
Camp Barstow

April 21-23
Dixie Set-Up Weekend
Camp Barstow

April 28-30
Dixie Fellowship
Camp Barstow

May 19-21
Spring Fellowship
Camp Barstow

August 10-13
Summer SUPER Fellowship
Camp Barstow

September 9
Day of Service
TBD

October 13-15
Fall Fellowship
Camp Barstow

A look ahead to 2018...

Banquet - Jan 6
Spr. Ordeal - Mar 16-18
Dixie - Apr 20-22
Spr. Fellow.- May 18-20
Sum. Fellow. - Aug 9-12
Day of Service - Sep 8
Fall Fellow. - Oct 12-14
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  page 2
AIA Information
  page 2
Arrowman’s Spotlight
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Arrowman’s Spotlight: Alex Scruggs
...continued from page 3
Favorite Candy Bar? - “Plain Hershey’s 
Original Milk Chocolate.”

Why do you enjoy the OA? - “I love the 
campfire, fellowship, and patch trading. 
Everything in the OA is fun.”

Future plans in the Lodge? - “I plan 
to run for Chapter Chief at the Spring 
Fellowship, and might get invovled in AIA 
in the future as well.”

Inside This Tale

...continued from page 3
piece of beadwork which forms and hence 
the name “H-harness.” Tassels or ribbons 
hang from the end of the harness. The 

perfect headdress is the porcupine hair 
roach which is attached to a head harness. 
It is decorated with rosettes, hearts, etc., 
and long drop stripped with fluffs, or drops 

made from chains or cafe curtain rings.
Dancers carry fans, mirror boards, and 
dance hoops of various sizes.

Info from powwows .com

American Indian Activities - Grass Dance

For information on paying Annual Dues and purchasing Red Fox Cards please visit 
www.muscogeelodge.org.



Caleb Barnes
  VC Indian Affairs

As our lodge grows it is great to have so 
many Arrowmen interested in American 
Indian Activities (AIA). As we approach 
hosting the 2017 Dixie Fellowship we 
will have many opportunities to practice 
for the various AIA competitions. We 
need everyone that has signed up for or 
are interested in Ceremonies, Drum/
Sing, Individual Dance, or Group Dance 
to come to as many practices as possible 
in order for us to be successful at Dixie. 
Our practices 
will alternate 
between two 
locations, 
Saxe Gotha 
Presbyterian 
Church (at 
the Troop 

307 Scout Hut located at 5503 Sunset 
Boulevard in Lexington) and Northeast 
United Methodist Church (located at 4000 
Hardscrabble Road in NE Columbia). 
In addition to weekly practices we will 
have an opportunity to participate in the 
Carolina Indian Seminar being held in 
Statesville, NC January 20-22, 2017. This 
event is hosted by Eswau Huppeday Lodge 
and brings instructors from all over the 
country to teach all types of American 
Indian Culture Courses, like Powwow 
Dance Styles, Outfits, and Ceremonies 

to name a few. If you would like more 
information on anything related to AIA 
please feel free to shoot me an email at 
vcindianaffairs@muscogeelodge.org.

Caleb Barnes
  VC Indian Affairs

Originally done as a Warrior Society 
Dance, it has evolved over the years. It has 
further evolved into a highly-competitive 
form of northern dancing. A Grass Dancer 
always stands out by virtue of two things: 
his dancing style and his outfit. His 
dancing has been described often by these 
words: “gutsy, swinging, slick, old-time,” 
etc. His outfit stands out by virtue of the 
almost complete absence of feathers, for 
aside from the roach feather, there are 
no bustles of any kind to be seen. The 
outfit consists of shirt and pants, with 
beaded or otherwise decorated belt and 
side tabs, armbands, cuffs, and front and 

back apron, with 
matched headband 
and moccasins, if 
available. Ribbons 
and fringe are the 
only mobile parts 
of his outfit, other 
than the roach 
feather. In other 
words, the outfit is 
made to conform to 
the style of dancing.
Some believe that 
grass dancing came 
from young boys 
tying grass on their 
outfits. Before a 
dance could be 
held on the prairie 
the grass had to 
be stomped down. 

This is where many of the movements 
are believed to come from. Afterwards 
the dancers would tie the grass to their 

outfit. Many believe 
that the Omaha 
tribe originated 
the dance in their 
warrior societies. 
The name “Grass 
Dance” comes from 
the custom of some 
tribes wearing 
braided grass in 
their belts. The 
unique parts of the 
northern outfit are 
the shirt, trousers, 
and aprons, to which 
yarn fringe, sequins, 
and beaded rosettes 
are attached. The 
outfit makers are 
fond of using playing 
card designs-hearts, 
clubs, spades, and 
diamonds. Hearts 
and rosettes are 
the most common. 
White fringe is 
preferred; however, 
gold, silver, and 
other light color 
fringe is also used.
Bells are worn 
around the ankle. Mostly plains hard-
sole or woodland soft-sole moccasins. 
The apron is probably the, most striking 
part. The front apron (or breech cloth) 
is decorated with beadwork, ribbon 
work, or a combination. The back apron 
has several colors of ribbons sewn in 
V-shapes. The ends hang loose for two 
to three feet. Ribbons also hand from the 
center. Belts are usually fully beaded. A 
“holster” or drop is worn on each side of 

the belt and reaches to shin level. They 
are fully or partially beaded. Ideally, 
all of the beadwork matches. It may be 
floral, geometric, a combination of both. 
Characteristic of the outfit are the large, 
fully beaded cuffs or gauntlets, arm bands, 
chokers, occasional loop necklaces or 
breastplates, beaded collars and ties, and 
colorful scarves. The real prize is the 
beaded harness which reaches from the 
shoulders to below the knees. The two 
strips are usually connected by a large 

Charlie Smith
  VC Inductions

After remaining dedicated to both their 
Troop and the mission of the Order of 
the Arrow, it is with great honor that we 
congratulate the newest Brotherhood 
Members of the Lodge. It takes ten 
months, memorization of both the 
obligation and song, a letter stating why 
you deserve to seal your membership, 
carving of an arrow, and a Brotherhood 
Ceremony to successfully complete all of 

the required steps 
to obtain this honor. 
Their hard work has 
paid off and they have 
officially sealed their 
membership in the 
OA, recognized by 
the two bars above 
and below the arrow 
on their sash. Have 
you completed the 
requirements to seal 
your membership? 

If not, the next 
opportunity will 
be the Spring 
Fellowship May 
19-21 at Camp 
Barstow.

Arrowman’s Spotlight

Favorite activity outside of Scouts and School? - “Throwing a 
baseball and playing ball with friends.”

Plan for life in 10 years? - “Attend Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology and Major in Biotechnical Engineering.” Why? 
“Because that is where the money’s at. Making artificial limbs and 
organs, helping people live longer.”

If you could have any Super Power? - “Either reading peoples 
minds or having a computer as a brain to know answers to any 
questions.”

Favorite Disney Movie? - “Star Wars Episode VII: The Force 
Awakens”

Joshua Butts
  VC Dixie 2017

It is the Carolina’s largest multi-council 
event each year with more than a thousand 
Scouts and Scouters from ten councils.  In 
the 75 year history of Muscogee Lodge, 
only 8 times before have we had the 
opportunity to host our section conclave. 
The Dixie Fellowship, the section conclave 
for SR-5 (South Carolina and parts of 
North Carolina and Georgia), in recent 
years has consistently been one of the three 
largest section conclaves in the U.S.; and 
in less than 6 months it will be at our very 
own Camp Barstow. The 2017 SR-5 Dixie 
Fellowship will be held on the weekend 
of April 28 - 30, 2017 with the theme, 
“Whispers of the Past, a Vision of the 
Future.” 

Hosting an event of this magnitude 
requires a big staff.  We are calling on all 
available Muscogee Arrowmen – past 
and present – to help with this huge 
undertaking.  If you are already an active 
member of the lodge, we need your help!  

If you are no 
longer active 
in the lodge, 
we want to 
encourage 
you to 
reconnect 
with 
Muscogee 
Lodge by 
becoming 
active 
again as we 
build the 
foundation 
for this huge 
and exciting 
event. As 
we continue 

to prepare to host Dixie 2017, however 
we are still missing some key leadership 
roles as listed below. If you are interested 
or know someone that would be please 
notify: Joshua Butts (VC Dixie), Brad 
Hutto (Dixie Adviser), and Tripp Clark 
(Associate Dixie Adviser) via email at 
vcdixie@muscogeelodge.org.

Youth In Charge Positions – Totem Pole
Adviser Positions – Graphics & 
Publications

Here are some important upcoming 
dates related to Dixie all located at Camp 
Barstow.  We need a strong turnout for the 
events in February, March, and April as 
we prepare our camp to host visitors from 
throughout the southeast:

February 17-19: Dixie Work Weekend 
March 17-19: Spring Ordeal 
April 21-23: Dixie Set-up Weekend
April 28-30: Dixie Fellowship 

Stay tuned for 
the most up-to-
date information 
concerning the 2017 
Dixie Fellowship 
including service 
opportunities, 
staff registration 
and delegate 
information at www.
muscogeelodge.org!

32 Pictured left to right, our newest Brotherhood 
Members: Julian Staley, Evan Powe, Draven 

Prior, and Matthew Stokes.

Brotherhood Conversion - Success!

2017 Dixie Fellowship Service Lodge Update

American Indian Activities - Prepping for Dixie

Alex Scruggs

Ordeal Member

Troop 307

Patrol Leader

...continued on page 4

AIA Practice Information
NE Columbia Location
Nov. 27, 2016 - 3-5pm
Dec. 31, 2016 - 3-5pm 
Jan. 8, 2017 - 3-5pm 

Jan. 29, 2017 - 3-5pm 
Feb. 12, 2017 - 3-5pm 
Feb. 26, 2017 - 3-5pm 
Mar. 12, 2017 - 3-5pm 
Mar. 26, 2017 - 3-5pm 
Apr. 9, 2017 - 3-5pm 

Apr. 23, 2017 - 3-5pm 

Lexington Location
Dec. 11, 2016 - 3-5pm 

Dec. 18, 2016 - 3-6pm (Christmas Party)
Feb. 5, 2017 - 3-5pm

Feb. 19, 2017 - 3-5pm 
Mar. 5, 2017 - 3-5pm 

Mar. 19, 2017 - 3-5pm 
Apr. 2, 2017 - 3-5pm 

Carolina Indian Seminar
Jan. 20-22, 2017 - Statesville, NC

American Indian Activities - Grass Dance

...continued on page 4


