
Gerald “Juice” Williams
  VC of Inductions

It's a great honor to serve you all 
and be in this position. I'm looking 
forward to a great year and a fun 
time for inductions. In August, 
on the 10-11 we have the Summer 
Ordeal. This is a chance for all our 
new candidates to be inducted. We 

need Elangomats. We need your 
help. Feel free to sign up now at 
www.muscogeelodge.org

Remember we are always 
looking for more people 
to do ceremonies and help 
out. It's going to be a great 
event. See you there!
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Hunter Hackett
  Lodge Chief

Wow, what a great start to the year 
for Muscogee! Our Spring Ordeal 
in March was one of the biggest 
successes in Muscogee’s history. 
With over 100 candidates going 
through their Ordeal, it is the 
largest Ordeal to be held since 1963. 
Just this past April we have had not 
only a once in a decade, but truly 
a once in a lifetime opportunity; 
hosting the Dixie Fellowship in 

this our 75th anniversary Diamond 
Jubilee year as a lodge! Dixie was an 
absolute success. The theme being 
“Whispers of the Past, A Vision of 
the Future”. I was astonished at how 
efficiently each group cooperated 
and how we as Muscogee truly 
accomplished what we needed 
while working together. Dixie also 
offered a great chance for us to 
promote and show off our beautiful 
Camp Barstow. With more than 
1100 people from South Carolina, 
North Carolina, and Georgia, I 

believe it will be remembered for 
quite a long time. This past Spring 
Fellowship in May, we elected 
our 2017-2018 Lodge Officers. 
This surely is an exciting year. 
Brothers, I urge you to get involved. 
Opportunity awaits. We have come 
so far. Just imagine how much more 
we can accomplish in the future.

The Spark is There, Fan it Now, Feed it Until it is a Fire

He Who Serves His Fellows is, of All His Fellows, Greatest



William Webb
  Treasurer

I’m happy and honored to be serving 
as Treasurer for the lodge. My first 
prerogative as a scout is to help as 
many people as I can, running the 
books for the lodge seems like a great 
way a begin doing that. This will 
hopefully be the first step in a long 
history of service to the lodge and 
scouting in general for me.
 I have three main things I would like 
to accomplish During my term. The 
First is something we haven’t done 
since 2012. I’d like to coordinate with 
the Vice Chief of Program to apply 
for and execute a large camp project 
via an OA service grant. I think it 

would be fantastic 
for the camp and 
the lodge as a whole, 
for us to really put 
in something of 

mass for our camp. The other thing 
I would like to do is quite simple, 
just maintain the budget Hunter 
developed when he was Treasurer 
in 2015. Keeping the books stable 
is imperative to the lodge running 
smoothly and I intend to do 
everything in my power to keep it 
that way.
 The last thing I would like to do I 
want to extend to everyone. I think 
it would greatly benefit the lodge 
for to expand our lodge store, to my 
knowledge it has not added new 
merchandise in quite a while. We’ve 
talked about it a few times but it 
hasn’t culminated too much, one 
thing I personally will be pushing to 
get is Musgogee frisbees. If anyone 
has any suggestions about things 
you would like to have added to the 
store please do not hesitate to contact 
Myself or my adviser at treasurer@
muscogeelodge.org.
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Leave No Trace Principle No. 5: Minimize Campfire Impact
A lively round of discussions was 
recently held via email among a 
nation-wide group of Leave No Trace 
Trainers (including your Muscogee 
Lodge LNT trainers). Someone 
questioned when the Boy Scouts 
would do away with campfires 
altogether. Almost unanimously a hue 
and cry went up protesting: “Dont’t 
take away our campfire.”

Now, calm down ... nothing like that 
is bring proposed or even considered 
for proposal. BUT we all must be 
aware of the impact campfires leave 
on our wilderness. LNT prinicples 
completely address the “How To” of 
wilderness campfires. If we, as Scouts, 
are to set the example for teaching 
and practicing responsible use of 
the wilderness, we must learn and 
vigorously pursue these principles .. 
especially when it comes to campfires.

So, how do we practice Leave No 
Trace and enjoy a campfire? The first 
wuestions, perhaps, is why do we 
need a campfire? Habit? Fellowship? 
Cooking? Warmth? And, especially 
for the OA, Tradition?

Once on a July camping trip in South 

Carolina a group (not Scouts) pulled 
into the campsire and before tents 
were even unloaded, they had a 
roaring bonfire. It was 2 p.m. and 95 
degrees. Clearly a “habit” fire. These 
campers did not need this fire for 
light, warmth, cooking or ceremony. 

We need to be realistic as to why 
we need a campfire. They do have 
their place and their value. But 
campfires can cause lasting impacts 
to the backcountry. Why not use a 
lightweight stove for cooking and 
enjoy a candle lantern for light 
sometimes?

Where fires are permitted ... such 
as areas dedicated to campers ... use 
established fire rings, fire pans or 
mound fires. Don’t expand the fire 
rings or build new ones. Use what’s 
there. Keep fires small. Only use 
sticks from the ground that can be 
broken by hand. Coals put put the 
most heat and you want to just cook 
on coals, anyway. If you’re cold, put 
on a sweater.

Remember: We’re leaving no trace. 
Even after the fire is out ... an even 
though you may be in a dedicated 

camping area, burn all wood and 
coals to ash, put ouf campfires 
completely, then scatter cool ashes. 

Be responsible in your camping 
habits and those habits may rub off 
on others.

“If we, as Scouts, are to set the 
example for teaching and practicing 
responsible us of the wilderness, we 
must learn and vigourously pursue 
these principles...”

!!Summer SUPER Fellowship!!

When?
 August 10-13, 2017 (Ordeal 10-12, 
Fellowship 11-13)

Who?
 All tapped-out, Ordeal candidates, staff, 
elangomats, and members

Where?
 Camp Barstow

Why?
 Begin your OA journey, or continue the 
path of cheerfulness with fun and fellowship

How much?
 Candidates: $60
 Members: $35
 *Register by August 7, 2017

Lodge Store to Include New Items Under New Leadership

August 10-13
Summer SUPER Fellowship
Camp Barstow

September 9
Day of Service
TBD

October 13-15
Fall Fellowship
Camp Barstow

A look ahead to 2018...

Banquet - Jan 6
Spr. Ordeal - Mar 16-18
Dixie - Apr 20-22
Spr. Fellow.- May 18-20
Sum. Fellow. - Aug 9-12
Day of Service - Sep 8
Fall Fellow. - Oct 12-14

2017 Lodge Calendar


